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Eb and flow
H

OW many people go through 
life without knowing about 
something significant or 
memorable one of  our 
ancestors has done? 
Probably most of  us. And Sarah 

Inman was the same until last year, when 
she found out her grandmother Kathleen 
Thoumine (nee Edwards) was the half-
sister of  GB Edwards, author of  one of  
Guernsey’s most famous novels – The 
Book of  Ebenezer Le Page. 
‘I’d been to Guernsey before but I never 
knew,’ Sarah explained. ‘I’ve met up with 
my mother’s best friend, Dulcie Martel, 
and she’s told me quite a lot.’
Sarah knew her grandfather was a jeweller 
at Bachman’s in Commercial Arcade, but 
there was so much more.
‘I got a huge file together, lots of  letters 
from Dulcie, but I thought that the file  
was closed.’ 
It wasn’t. 
Professor Edward Chaney, who, as a 
student, had befriended Gerald Basil 
Edwards and who was entrusted with the 
manuscript of  the novel (and, after much 
hard work, managed to get it published 
in 1981), had been piecing together his 
memoirs of  the author. 
He had been contacted by Guernsey 
Society member Steve Foote, who had 
found enough information to go with Prof. 
Chaney’s to make a complete biography.
Steve formed Blue Ormer Publishing 
specifically to publish the book Genius 
Friend, which was launched during the 
Guernsey Literary Festival in September.
Jump back to Christmas 2014 and Sarah 
received a phone call from Steve. 
‘He told me all about GB Edwards and the 
book. It was a wonderful feeling.
‘I didn’t think that I had roots and now I 
have,’ she said. 
‘It’s incredibly exciting for me.’
During the festival weekend Sarah, her 
son Ben and the son of  her half-brother, 
Andrew Stone, travelled to Guernsey 
for the launch. Steve had put together a 
fascinating and informative tour around 
the island so the family could get in touch 
with their roots, see where Edwards came 
from and visit some of  the places Ebenezer 
would have ‘known’.
The first stop for our party – which 
included Guernseywoman Kay Gillespie, 
a distant cousin of  Edwards’ – was 6, 
Commercial Arcade, residence of  Gus 
Thoumine, Sarah’s grandfather.
Afterwards it was on to St Sampson’s and 
a visit to La Mare Road, where Thomas 
Edwards (GB’s father) and Louisa, his first 
wife, were recorded as living at the time of   
the 1891 census. 
A stop-off  at St Sampson’s Church showed 
where Thomas was baptised in 1861 
and married Louisa Simon in 1882. Also 
baptised there were five of  their seven  

children, of  whom only Kathleen and Rose 
survived. 
Although no grave exists, all are buried 
there, including Louisa, who died in 1892 
aged 29. 
We examined the register and took 
photographs while the warden gave a talk 
about the ancient church.
In the graveyard, Andrew asked where he 
could hear a true Guernsey accent, keen 
to get to grips with old local culture. I 
suggested the Houmet Tavern public bar, 
just around the corner from where they 
were staying at Sandy Hook. ‘You could 
walk there and back.’
From the churchyard we crossed the 
Bridge and headed up Route des Coutures, 
then parked and walked to Sous les 
Hougues, the house adjacent to Juas 
Quarry where Thomas lived and where 
Edwards was born in 1899.

At Bordeaux, on the suitably 
windswept headland and against a 
backdrop of  angry-looking white-caps 

out at sea, Steve explained the quarrying 
around this area and showed a photograph 
of  Bordeaux quarry, once adjacent to the 
harbour with just the width of  the road 
between the two: ‘Tom’s father, George 
Edwards, owned three fields in this area 
and it is believed that these were quarried.’
In the book the area is called Birdo 
Harbour.
Steve read a passage from the book and 
then, with all the Bailiwick before us, 
listed our other literary greats. ‘Compton 
Mackenzie in Herm, Mervyn Peake in 
Sark, TH White in Alderney and Victor 
Hugo – and GB Edwards – in Guernsey.’ 
He showed us Houmet Paradis, the setting 
for Toilers of  the Sea, and we set off  for 
Oatlands.
In 1900, Tom bought one of  the fields of  
the Oatlands Farm estate from Philemon 
Dorey, of  the family who founded Fruit 
Export.
‘On the land Tom built a home, which he 
called Hawkesbury.’
Now for sale, it is a large, imposing place 
with a blue plaque on the wall.
From here it was past Hautes Capelles 
School, which Edwards attended before 
gaining a scholarship to the Intermediate 
School, via the home of  Ebenezer’s best 
friend Jim Mahy at Les Gigands and Les 
Rosiers to see the house Tom bought 
with his third wife Rosina Cooke when he 
retired from quarrying in 1927. 
Our destination was Chouet – the final 
stop.
‘During the 19th century this was the site 
of  a quarry known as Mont Cuet, rather 
than Chouet,’ said Steve, who explained its 
landfill role to the visitors.
He also talked about the ‘Torrey Canyon’ 
quarry, now surrounded by wire fencing, 
as the one Ebenezer circumnavigated in 
the dark having returned home from Liza 
Queripel’s house.
This, according to the book, is where 
Ebenezer’s home, Les Moulins, is situated.
Guernsey Press resident historian and 
Lookback writer Rob Batiste said it 
was more than likely situated among a 

collection of  small pines.
With photographs taken, a lot more 
information about their past discovered 
and places of  poignancy visited, it was 
time to say farewell.
‘We’re going to the Houmet Tavern now,’ 
Steve said, inviting me to join them. 
I politely declined – it was family time. 
I hope they got to hear what Andrew called 
a ‘true Guernsey accent’ and through it 
heard Gerald – or even Ebenezer – speak to 
them across the years.

It’s not often you get invited to journey through the past of Guernsey’s best-known author and  
his best-loved character – but that’s exactly what Shaun Shackleton did when he joined some of  

GB Edwards’ relatives and Steve Foote, publisher of Genius Friend, as they followed in the  
footsteps of Ebenezer Le Page

From left, Andrew Stone, Kay Gillespie, Sarah Inman and Ben Inman outside Sous les Hougues, where GB Edwards was born. Inset: the party 
reaches Hawkesbury in Braye Road, a house Thomas Edwards bought in 1900.

WIN a copy of Genius Friend

For your chance to win a copy of Genius 
Friend by Prof. Edward Chaney, simply 
answer the following question correctly:

What does Ebenezer Le Page call 
Bordeaux Harbour?

Call our competition hotline on 240241 
or email newsroom@guernseypress.com 
and tell us your answer, name and daytime 
telephone number.
Deadline for entries is 5pm on Friday 13 
November.
No cash or prize alternative is offered.From left, Steve Foote, Edward Chaney, Sarah Inman, Ben Inman and Andrew Stone standing in 

the area where, according to the GP’s Rob Batiste, Ebenezer Le Page’s house stood.

While no marked graves exist, Thomas 
Edwards’ children are buried in St Sampson’s 
Church cemetery, as is his wife, Louisa.
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