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Gerald Edwards wrote one of the great 
novels of the last century.
But chances are you haven’t heard of him.
Edwards penned The Book of Ebenezer 
Le Page and never lived to see it 
published - dying as a recluse in Upwey, 
Weymouth, in 1976.
Now a new biography of this fascinating 
writer has been published, with some 
fascinating insight into his time living 
in Weymouth.
Genius Friend - G.B. Edwards and The Book 
of Ebenezer Le Page has been written by 
Edward Chaney, who befriended Edwards in 
Upwey when he was a young art student.
Professor Chaney, now a professor of 
fine and decorative arts at Southampton 
Solent University, wrote a biography of the 
Guernseyman because of his connection 
with Edwards - who was referred to in 
the Dorset Evening Echo as ‘The Quiet 
Man of Upwey’, ‘forever searching for a 
spiritual home’.
Having known next to nothing of Edwards’ 
previous seven decades, Professor 
Chaney wanted to uncover more about 
these lost years and the idea of the 
biography was conceived.
Professor Chaney played a pivotal role 
in The Book of Ebenezer Le Page being 
published - persuading Hamish Hamilton to 
publish it posthumously.
The book was finished in Snelldonia - a 
large but now sadly demolished house 
on Dorchester Road, Weymouth - a 
property that should have been given blue 
plaque status if it was still standing today, 
Professor Chaney says.
Chaney met Edwards while he was staying 
in Upwey with his aunt, Josephine Snell.
He said: “It would get me away from 
London. I would visit Dorset for long spells, 
and there was the added attraction of the 
drummer in my band having a cottage in 
Litton Cheney.
“My aunt Josephine taught at Weymouth 
Grammar School.”
The student was introduced to Edwards 
in 1972 by a young pianist whose parents 
Joan and Bert Snell took in lodgers.

“I was told there was a new lodger in the 
house who knew D.H. Lawrence.
“We became friends. Gerald was 
reclusive in a way and he was extremely 
well read. “That attracted me and we 
became great friends.
“He was completing this novel which 
was a great read - a moving novel, a 
real tearjerker.”
This novel turned out to be The Book 
of Ebenezer Le Page, the story of a 
cantankerous 80-year-old recounting his 
life on Guernsey and the stories of those 
he has known.
“I urged him to finish it,” Professor 
Chaney said.
“He was a perfectionist and it was difficult 
for him to let go of something.
“Gerald gave me the typescript. 
Everyone rejected it. I think he had an 
ambivalent view about sales and publicity, 
but I think he wanted it published in the 
long term.
“He wasn’t concerned with basking in the 
glory of the novel.”
Edwards settled in Weymouth because 
of its proximity to Guernsey, but had 
previously lived in Bristol, Bolton, Wales 
and the West Country.
The biography’s title Genius Friend refers 
to Edwards’ status in a group of writers 
who contributed to Middleton Murray’s 
literary magazine Adelphi in the 1920s.
Edwards’ novel was finally published 
in 1981.
Another of Dorset’s famous literary 
sons, John Fowles, author of the French 
Lieutenant’s Woman, wrote the foreword to 
The Book of Ebenezer Le Page.
Edwards was a complex character with 
a particularly spiky personality who 
didn’t warm easily to people, Professor 
Chaney said.
He added: “He wasn’t keen on John 
Fowles doing the introduction in the first 
place because he didn’t think he was 
a great novelist, but of course Fowles 
became a superstar in literary terms.”
Comparisons have been made between 
Professor Chaney and ‘Ebenezer’ 
character Neville Falla, a young biker 
and artist who befriends Ebenezer in 
his old age.
Professor Chaney hopes that his 
biography attracts long-standing admirers 
of ‘Ebenezer’ and those who are new to 
the novel.
He has previously published books on 
subjects less personal to him, like the 
legacy of ancient Egypt, the history of 
collecting and 20th century British art.
But this is the first time Professor Chaney 
has written on a subject so close to him 
- and he hopes it will be popular with 
Dorset readers.
He said: “I have resolved the mystery 
of who the author was and this 
Dorset connection.
“He’s the author of a great novel and 
had a very interesting life that was 
Dorset connected.”
*My Genius Friend: G.B. Edwards and The 
Book of Ebenezer Le Page is published 
by Blue Ormer Publishing at £19.99 and is 
available from local bookshops, online or 
from Blue Ormer at blueormer.co.uk A photo of Gerald in Upwey Credits: Tony Willy - 1972
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